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Abstract: The Stream Functions Assessment and Rapid Index (SFARI) is a rapid, reach-scale stream 
assessment method that is applicable across a broad range of stream types in the United States. SFARI 
uses field indicator metrics to score stream functions, evaluating stream physical, chemical, and biological 
condition with a semi-quantitative scoring approach. SFARI provides a standardized set of stream 
functions and variables, and scoring guidance to produce comparable condition results across sites and 
regions. SFARI fits within a broader tiered stream assessment framework as a rapid-level assessment 
approach that can be applied to condition evaluation and alternatives analysis for ecosystem restoration. 
This webinar will cover the limits of common rapid stream assessments, the need for comprehensive 
function coverage in assessments, and the SFARI structure. The webinar will also demonstrate application 
of SFARI with field studies that have been performed across the country. 
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