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N rEPLY REFER TO:  WESYV 31 May 1976

SUBJECT: Transmittal of Contract Report D-76-6

TO: All Report Recipients

1. The contract report transmitted herewith represents the results of
the first research effort completed as part of Task 5D (Disposal Area
Land Use Concepts) of the Corps of Engineers' Dredged Material Research
Program (DMRP). Task 5D is included as part of the Productive Uses
Project of the DMRP, which, among other considerations, includes devel-
oping concepts for productively using disposal areas or dredged material
removed from these areas.

2. There has been a dramatic increase in recent years in the amount of
land disposal of dredged material, necessitated largely as a result of
the need for confining dredged material classified as polluted. ZLand is
continuing to become more and more scarce for disposal activities, and
the problem becomes more acute with the need for selecting each new dis-
posal area. Attention therefore can be profitably and justifiably di-
rected towards concepts that enhance rather than degrade available land.

3. DMRP work units are in progress under other tasks aimed at developing
improved disposal facility operation and management procedures as well as
techniques for the reclamation of potentially valuable materials, both of
which could increase area life expectancy as well as enhance their aes-
thetic and environmental characteristics. However, all sites will even-~
tually be filled and the total picture would be incomplete without con-
sidering concepts for the productive use of the created land. To this
end, the investigation reported herein was accomplished under contract
with the University of Virginia. The report analyzes the factors that
constrain the creation of shoreline or offshore recreational land from
dredged material and advances a strategy for coordinating the dredged
material disposal activities of Corps Districts with the recreational
needs of urban areas.
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4. The study concludes that urban recreational space is inadequate in
most areas and that dredged material created land can be developed to

alleviate at least a portion of this deficiency. The most significant
constraint appears to be the lack of financial resources available to

local communities for recreational developments.

G. H, HILT

Colonel, Corps of Engineers
Director
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